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GARDNERS CRESCENT, EDINBURGH
1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Purpose and Objectives

This Conservation Statement determines the importance of the communal garden within Gardners Crescent as a
public open space on the west side of central Edinburgh between Fountainbridge and Haymarket. Public records
have been used in the preparation of this Statement together with information gathered from site observations.

The information has been considered and evaluated so as to enable the cultural significance of the garden to be
determined and presented.

The purpose of establishing the importance of the communal garden is to determine and then consider what
makes the garden important within west central Edinburgh. Only with a full understanding of the significance of
the garden can appropriate policies be established that define an approach towards maintaining and reinforcing
this significance.

The Conservation Statement has been commissioned by the Friends of Gardners Crescent, Web Site:
http://www.friendsofgardnerscrescent.org.uk a charity registered in Scotland, which comprises the residents of
Gardners Crescent.

1.2 Listing Status and Study Area

Gardners Crescent lies within the West End Conservation Area. The garden is bounded to the east by the
through road of Gardners Crescent and to the west by a lower level lane providing access to Rosebank Cottages
and Rosemount Buildings. The buildings are Listed as follows: Gardners Crescent: Category A; Rosebank
Cottages: Category B; Rosemount Buildings: Category B.
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Figure 1 Location Plan Collins 1998
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Figure 2 Ordnance Survey Plan 2008 Copyright Ordnance Survey

1.3 limitations

The majority of evidence for the preparation of this Statement was derived from primary sources of archive
information.

1.4 Project Team

The inspections were carried out by lan Riddell (lan Riddell, Chartered Architect Ltd) during March 2007. The
Statement has been compiled by lan Riddell (lan Riddell, Chartered Architect Ltd). The Preliminary Cost Advice
has been prepared by Andrew McLeman (McLeman QS Network) following a site inspection during March 2007.

1.5 Archives and Collections
Primary Research was carried out with information made available from the following organisations:

Map Library of Scotland

Edinburgh Room of the City of Edinburgh Council Central Library

The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland
The City of Edinburgh Council Archives
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Figure 3 1821. James Kirkwood - New plan of the City of Edinburgh
2.0 SUMMARY OF THE STUDY

Map Library of Scotland

The communal garden within Gardners Crescent is of importance in the history of the development of the west
side of Edinburgh.

The 6Book of the Old Edinburgh Clubé, Volume XX, 1935, r
city centre had been suitable for market gardening as evident in the numerous feu-contracts granted to
nurserymen and in particular by the establis h me n t in 1722 of an organisation
Fraternity of Gardeners in the Shire of Midlothiand. M
property in the Fountainbridge district. Their membership was seen as an opportunity for profitable investment by

indirect means through the tenancy of land in their possession. In 1722 the Society rented land including the

area occupied by the Hal | and the existing Gardner s (
constructed soon aftert hi s dat e, but in 1731 Gardenerso6 Hall was sSso
change until 1821 when William Gardner WS of 35 York Place purchased the Hall and proceeded with its

demolition to allow the | and tmobWreghé ubdy, Stnu arTth eH aPrlraicse, N
William Gardner commenting that 6the only connection b
Gardner developed Gardners Crescent, evidently named for
James Ki r k wdNewdpias of the8@tyl of Edinburghés hows Gar denersdé Hall and ope

James Walker which was developed into the existing Gardners Crescent.

The Georgian terraced buildings of the existing half crescent were originally planned as a circus around a

planned communal garden as shown in Figure 4. The communal garden was in shared ownership to permit

access for the residents of Gardners Crescent. In common with the New Town gardens, may have been
available to 6keyhol der sd dme Egirdyghd&ownh Coaorfcil Minutes secdrdntteet on ¢ h ar g «
30" November 1886 custody of the garden was passed to the Council and approved by the Council Magistrates

all upon the recommendation of the Public Realm Parks Committee. Today, the half crescent of the Georgian

terraced buildings, Figure 5, provide enclosure and setting for the central grassed and tree lined public garden

which is one of few within the West End Conservation Area.

In the 19" century, in common with developments in other areas of the city, the garden would have provided an
attractive area for recreation and in so doing improve the quality of life for the town dwellers.

This Statement recommends the policies for the future protection and survival of the public garden within
Gardners Crescent.
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Figure 4 1823. Wood + Brown - Plan of Edinburgh Map Library of Scotland

Figure 5 1836. Kay - Plan of Edinburgh Map Library of Scotland
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